
LETTER XI 
Force, Arcanum of Virginity 
Quotations for Reflection 

God reigns—i.e. he is worshipped, obeyed and loved—not only through explicit 
theologies and philosophies, or through explicit prayer, meditation and cult-acts, but also 
in general through the “hunger and thirst for righteousness”, for truth, and for beauty, and 
likewise through each act of  generosity and every expression of  respect, admiration and 
adoration…Yes, the world is full of  implicit religion, and the inspired saints and poets, 
who say that the birds “praise God” when they sing, are in no way mistaken. (pages 
269-270) 

In the world there are therefore two kinds of  faith, two kinds of  instinctivity, two different 
ways of  seeing the world, two different ways of  looking at it. There is the open and innocent 
look which desires only to reflect the light—i.e. which wants only to see—and there is the 
scrutinising look, which seeks to find and lay hold of  its desired prey. (page 272) 

Just as perfect concentration takes place effortlessly, so does true Force act without effort. 
Now, the Magician is the Arcanum of  the wholeness of  consciousness, or concentration 
without effort; Force is the Arcanum of  the natural integrity of  being, or power without 
effort. Because Force subdues the lion not by force similar to that of  the lion, but rather 
by force of  a higher order and on a higher plane. (page 275) 

What is virginity?  
The state of  virginity is that of  the consonance of  three principles—the spirit, the soul 
and the body. A being in whom spirit, soul and body are in consonance is in a state of  
virginity. In other words, it is the principle of  the unity of  three worlds: heaven, purgatory 
and earth. From the point of  view of  the earth, it is complete obedience of  the body to the 
soul. From the point of  view of  purgatory, it is complete obedience of  the soul to the 
breath of  eternity—or chastity. From the point of  view of  heaven, it is absolute receptivity 
to the Divine—or poverty. (pages 278-279) 

It is inner conflict that renders us weak: the fact that we serve two or even three masters at 
the same time. (page 282) 

The deeper meaning—mystical, gnostic, magical and Hermetic—of  “overcoming” is to 
change the enemy into a friend… the devil will be overcome only at the moment when his 
voice—no matter whether it is rough or smooth—will be heard in chorus with the choirs 
of  celestial hierarchies praising God. (page 282) 

Doubt is to faith as the sight of  eyes suffering from astigmatism is to normal eyesight. Just 
as normal eyes either do not see or see together, so does faith see—whether more or less is 



not important—with the “higher eye” and the “lower eye” together… Doubt appears when 
the “higher eye” and the “lower eye” do not see together. (page 283) 
Silence as the essential condition for intimate work is in no way equivalent to a jealously 
guarded secret. (page 284) 

What is pleasure? It is the lowest constituent of  the scale: pleasure—joy—blissfulness—
beatitude. It is only the psycho-physical signal announcing accord between what one 
desires and what one attains. (page 285) 

True power always appears as powerlessness. For it is always due to a kind of  crucifixion. 
False power, however, crucifies others. This is because it knows of  no other growth than 
that at the expense of  others. An autocrat is powerful only when he has reduced to 
impotence all other candidates… (page 285) 

The concept of  Force is that of  an intermediary between pure consciousness and 
manifestation. It is the link between the idea and the phenomenon. (page 290) 

Mysticism is the awakening of  the soul to the reality of  the presence of  God. This 
awakening is possible only towards the living God, only towards the divine Person, 
whereas pantheism offers only the perspective of  letting oneself  be lulled by the 
undulation of  the ocean of  deified Nature, and atheism offers only nothingness. (page 
297) 

Now, the fundamental law of  sacred magic is to act in and through the name of  the 
Divine, whilst guarding against making the name of  the Divine an instrument of  one’s 
own will. (page 297)  

Meditation is “sanctified rest”, where thought is turned towards that which is above. (page 
297) 

Every spiritual movement, every spiritual tradition, every school of  spirituality, and every 
disciple or so-called “master” of  a school of  spiritual life, should in no way be motivated 
by a spirit of  rivalry, but rather by love for the cause and ideal. (page 300) 

Anyone who takes on himself  the mission of  judge can act only in the sense of  
destruction. Anyone who begins to criticise before long passes to censure and sooner or 
later ends up by condemning, which leads inevitably to division into hostile camps and to 
other forms of  destruction. (page 300) 

Now, there is no authentic spirituality which owes its origin and existence to opposition or 
rivalry. “To be against something” is sterile and is never capable of  engendering a viable 
tradition or giving birth to a school of  spiritual life, whilst “to be for something” is fertile 
and is an indispensable condition for all constructive activity. This includes every tradition 
or viable school, of  spirituality. (page 300)


